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nistration marks Earth Day with charm offensive on environment 
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Sunday was Ea|th Day — a day on which educational events and festivals focussing on the environment are held 
nationwide. 
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World 


istration was Sunday engaged in a charm offensive over its environmental policies, amid widespread 
ng in the US media, of its decision not to ratify the Kyoto accord on climate change. 


e W. Bush on Sunday was in Quebec for the Summit of the Americas, sharing the city with thousands of 
argue, among other things, that his proposals for a free-trade bloc across North, Central and South 
environmental considerations. 


etary Don Evans, speaking on Fox News Sunday, said Bush would be recognized as being a pro- 
eader. 


ident Bush) sensitivity to the environment... I think when people look at his record on the environment 
iad, they will say that he is very sensitive to the environment, and they will say he's pro-environment," 


3 rotection Agency Administrator Christine Todd Whitman, the US government's top environmental 
, admitted Sunday the Bush administration had an image problem on green issues after rolling back 
ds of air pollutants and levels of arsenic in drinking water. 


d a public relations problem, she conceded on NBC's Meet the Press. "The president has taken a lot of 
unfair hits on the environment, because if you look at the actual decisions, they are not that dramatic." 


all 


s in drinking water, for example, the administration was merely allowing itself more time for research the 
el and to take steps to assist smaller water companies to come into line, she said. 


ator Joe Liebermann, the former vice-presidential candidate, did not agree. On CBS' Face the Nation 
slked whether the administration had consulted public health experts as well as corporate lobbyists before 
Uations on arsenic in water approved towards the close of the Clinton administration. 


Earth Day, the Bush administration has been at pains to show its heart is green: on Monday it 
ould leave in place recently expanded protection for wetlands; on Tuesday it was the same for Clinton's 
industrial lead emission disclosures; and on Friday Bush said he would sign an international convention on 
its. 


Internationally! however, the US withdrawal from 1997 Kyoto Protocol — the initiative for industrialised countries to 
reduce emissio]ns of the gases which cause global warming — has commanded most attention. 


Bush last month indicated that the United States, the world's biggest producer of such gases, would pull out of the Kyoto 
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But Todd Whitrh 


[jless developing countries’ emissions quotas are altered in line with those proposed for wealthy nations, 
an declared Sunday: "Kyoto is dead." 
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because it's goiri 


iiw e <^n?m?i S £? t il in # hiS [ eje ^ i0 ? of the mandatory caps on carbon-dioxide emissions proposed in the 
t|j d continue at the forefront of global discussion of the problem, she said on CBS's Face the Nation. 

e i thli t | e emSns! 1 she idded* " marke '- based Initiatives, and technology transfers” to help developing 

eet the Press, she suggested EU countries were disingenuous in their criticisms of the US stance. 

lcTto^Thpm^ ii!| Un ' ted Sta t 6S ' S) takin9 the heat on something that they hadn't been able to ratify, 
ig to give them a little more wiggle room to make changes," she said. y 
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WASHINGTON 
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y that truly believes that technologies have advanced to the point where we can have economic growth 
ironmental policy go hand in hand," Bush said at a White House ceremony honoring young people for 
rvice to the environment. 


We're going 
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:o make decisions based upon sound science, not some environmental fad or what may sound good. We're 
the best evidence before we decide," Bush said. 
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ironment Policy to Be 'Sound Science' 


Reuters) - President Bush defended his environmental record on Tuesday, saying he was committed to 
and land but that his decisions would be based on "sound science" rather than * 'some fad." 


In its opening three months, the new Republican administration has taken a public relations beating from critics for some 
of its environmental stands. 


, Bush withdrew from talks on a global warming treaty; declined for now to implement tougher standards 
inking water; reneged on a campaign pledge to require power plants to control emissions of carbon 
6k other actions critics say show he is more interested in helping industry than protecting the 


environmental image, the White House last week made several announcements with fanfare, including 
from the Democratic administration of former President Bill Clinton requiring thousands more businesses 
dntially toxic lead emissions, and signing a global treaty aimed at curbing toxic chemicals. 


C interview broadcast on Tuesday whether he was committed to cleaning up the environment, Bush 
urse I am, but I'm also a president that's going to bring sound science to the process." 


me extremists in our country that will just never agree with what I try to do because I also happen to 
nomic growth and the environment are compatible," he said. ' 'I also believe we can find more energy 
ing the environment and there are some who simply don't agreement with that statement." 


force headed by Vice President Dick Cheney is expected to call for oil drilling in the Alaska wilderness 
to Bush next month on options for easing the U.S. energy shortage. 

ning about 8 percent of the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge for exploration central to his long-term solution 
ergy problems and a major plank of his election campaign. 


ing in ANWR has little appeal in Congress, and Bush faces widespread opposition from environmentalists 
uge as a pristine home to teeming herds of caribou and other wildlife. 


on to California's recent energy problems and suggesting that ' 'there may be more blackouts coming," 
ve got to come up with an energy policy for America." 


We need to be good stewards of the land, but we've also got to understand if we don't bring more natural gas to the 
markets, we're going to have blackouts. We've also got to understand, in order to power the power-generating plants 
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Rush Adopts Clinton Lead Disclosure Rules (April 17) 


CORRECTION: Hush Adopts Clinton Lead Rules (April 17) 
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ng built in California, we need more energy," he said. 
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goer Mistaken for Sleeping Bear 
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The 22-year-old 
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y u,e bOUCn or tne country, the news agency ANP reported. 

jelenVnd^dedded^owaufhome ^ SU "' " h ° Said ha had <™ k 15 ■» - beer 

party bear had barely left the village when he sank into an alcoholic stupor by the roadside. 
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Bush policies are arrogant 


By Derek Chollef: and John Norris 
May 1, 2001 


WASHINGTON - 
humility in foreig 
without arrogano 


In its first 100 days, the Bush team has designed a policy driven by exactly the opposite: arrogance without purpose. 


From his trashir 
to negotiate peji< 
start throwing o 


g of the Kyoto environmental treaty and stiffing of South Korean President Kim Dae Jung's historic efforts 
ice with North Korea, to his disengagement from the Middle East peace process and clear eagerness to 
ut arms control treaties, President Bush has left many wondering if he is simply driving without a map. 


The problem is 
heralded for all 
simplistic: if Mr, 


that, internationally, Mr. Bush has chosen to define himself by what he is not - Bill Clinton. For a group 
ts diplomatic experience and know-how, the Bush team's approach toward foreign policy is alarmingly 
Clinton did it, it must be bad. 


For eight years, 
locked in the mi 
experience as 
Bosnia, Somalia 
foreign affairs. 


the Republican Party never accepted that Mr. Clinton could do any good in foreign policy. It remained 
tindset of the 1992 presidential campaign -- when George the elder mocked Mr. Clinton's diplomatic 
-ing limited to the International House of Pancakes. It was a great line, and Mr. Clinton's early blunders in 
and Haiti reinforced the stereotype that he and his team were fundamentally incapable of handling 


ba 
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During his campaign for president, George W. Bush claimed that America needed to demonstrate more 
in affairs. In his inaugural address in January, he vowed that the United States would "show purpose 
:e" around the globe. 


refused to acknowledge that Mr. Clinton learned from his mistakes. In the end, Mr. Clinton developed a 
touch for balancing concerns for our allies — old and new — with a genuine sense of leadership. 


and even in waging war, the world grew comfortable with Mr. Clinton. To see the cheering crowds that 
Northern Ireland, South Africa, India and refugee camps in Macedonia underscored the fact that the world 
midated by, or hostile toward, a strong America willing to lead. 


Unfortunately, tie Bush team is so anti-Clinton that antagonizing allies is about all it's done. 


ee why the list of countries concerned with Mr. Bush's international agenda is long. But what's even more 
Mr. Bush hasn't gotten to any of the hard stuff yet. The issues where alliance relations — and U.S. 

— will be tested the most are on the horizon, and it is in dealing with these matters where the true cost 
ance will be greatest. 


missile defense and the next round of NATO expansion, there are already stark differences between the 
ifid its allies — much less the Russians — and it is hard to see how Mr. Bush's chest-thumping will help 
If anything, his go-it-alone, join-in or step-aside attitude will make it harder for the Europeans to 
•t for any kind of compromise with the United States. 


days have left many puzzled by the muddled and self-contradictory international track record the Bush team 


their first real international test — the 11-day showdown with China over the crew of the U.S. spy plane 
y held hostage — the Bush team showed that it could conduct crisis diplomacy. But handling a crisis is not 
suing a coherent and effective diplomatic strategy. And Mr. Bush's recent statement on Taiwan is a 
of his aimless arrogance and the problems it can cause. 


;teps may be the result of years out of the saddle or the difference between campaigning and governing, 
e that this is the case. Otherwise, America will find that arrogance is no substitute for accomplishment. 


a research associate at George Washington University's Institute for European, Russian and Eurasian 
n Norris is an international crisis consultant. Both served in the State Department from 1999 until 
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outlines energy strategy 
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May 1, 2001 
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ti 


Je restTfthe'coS^^, e |H ner9V P ° y ' CV !? e ,l 5 helping t0 craft ' Vice President Dick Cheney warned 
ie rest of the country could experience California-style rolling blackouts "or worse" unless the nation 

fghUsuls - 9y ' BUt he dlSmlSSed 3 heavy new emphasls “nation, contending",ha, ZtZTrely 
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this month, said 
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VhetiniKa/fc? f n ener 9y task force that is expected to deliver recommendations to President Bush later 
i indlca ?d t h?t^ S . need V° 1"" S' m ° re 011 and aatural gas to slow its growing dependent on foreign 
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ke years toOvercome/ newspaper publishers Toronto. "The situation has been years in the 


Cheney gave no 
On the contrary, 
1970s, he implied 


indication that the administration would ask Americans to make sacrifices to combat the current "crisis " 

1 t-hai- nrT 1 * 36 3 ^ e - austerit y" °f Carter-administration policies during the gasoline shortages of the 
hat government-imposed conservation measures were no solution at all. 
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r plants, fossil fuel sources are needed, he says 


ratpmn^n f 6ner9 r ^ daily lives ' and probably aN of us can think of ways to do so," Cheney said 
e <fo?ttnjo more^with^lless!"^ " * h 60 '" te " in9 Am6riCa " S that We live t0 ° we " a " dy * recTa^oT’ 


oups are suggesting that government step in to force Americans to consume less energy as if we could 
r radon our way out of the situation we’re in,” he added. "Conservation may be a “g„ of personal 
ot a sufficient basis for a sound, comprehensive energy policy." 9 


pa f.P“ blic| y elaborated on the strategy the White House is likely to begin pursuing in the 

Z) J ! ■ and e 9 ls lative proposals. The White House described the speech as the s?art of a 
’ he administration’s energy policy to the public. 


ess warned Bush that there is not sufficient support for his plan to drill in the Arctic National 
lough Cheney reiterated the administration's determination to keep pushing the idea 


peaking, environmental activists were protesting outside the White House, marking Bush's 100th dav in 

eac ' on h s that have drawn the loudest outcries was Bush's decision to oppose stricter^caps on powe? 
of carbon dioxide, a gas known to contribute to global warming. ^ 


v,h0 „ sa '' that cleanln9 up the nation ' s air ' land and watersheds is 
tne administration s call for increased energy production. 


Drotecting and enhancing the environment," Cheney said. Doing so, he added, "will require overcomina 
a cherished myth - that energy production and the environment must always involve competing values 9 

energy, we can produce energy and use it, and we can do so with a decent regal’d for ml Sural 


poiicy director at the Natural Resources Defense Council, accused Cheney of playing up enerqy 
support for developing new sources of fossil fuels. " 9Y 


-B? , n!«h t inn n ^S miSS ^ lean - ,f afe - cheap alternatives, you end up with an array of fossil fuel and nuclear 
By pushing coal, pushing oil, pushing nukes, you end up with the dirtiest possible solutions." 









Many environm 
while calling for 


cntal groups support new conservation measures to reduce the need for increased energy production 
• more energy to be generated from renewable sources such as solar and wind power. 


Cheney offered 
make up 6 pero 


imited support for that notion. He said that, under the administration's plan, renewable sources might 
:ent of the nation's supply within 20 years, up from 2 percent now. 


He argued that 
United States g< 
Cheney said. 

To meet expect 
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more domestic oil production is necessary to slow the nation's increasing reliance on foreign oil. The 
4ts 56 percent of its oil from foreign sources, a figure that is projected to reach 64 percent by 2020, 


ed demand for electricity in the next 20 years, Cheney said, the country would have to build "more than 
Jlant per week." 


On drilling in Al 
one-fifth the siz^ 


as 


"President Bush 
harshly or selfishl 


and I are Westerners," he said. "The quickest way to lose respect in my part of the country is to act 
'y toward the natural world and its inhabitants. Our energy strategy will leave no room for it." 


Copyright © 2001, The Baltimore Sun 


ka, Cheney repeated the administration's claim that it was considering tampering with an area less than 
of Washington's Dulles International Airport, in a wildlife refuge as large as South Carolina. 
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nnounce ABM Treaty Withdrawal 


WASHINGTON (R 
intention to withcl 


euters) - President Bush will not use a speech on his missile defense plan on Tuesday to announce U S 
raw from the Anti-Ballistic Missile treaty, the White House said. 


No, that's not 
would use the sp 


correct," White House spokesman Ari Fleischer told reporters when asked about speculation that Bush 
'^ech to make such an announcement. 


Bush said last yep 
which is seen as 
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;h spoke with Russian President Vladimir Putin for 12 minutes earlier on Tuesday to discuss his 
are also expected to include cuts in U.S. nuclear forces. 
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ir during his presidential campaign that if necessary he was prepared to abrogate the 1972 ABM treaty, 
1 cornerstone of U.S.-Russia arms control agreements and which prohibits missile defense systems. 


to share with him the reasons why he is going forward with his plans for a missile defense system to 
:e," Fleischer said. 7 
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